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RELIGIOUS WEDDING SERVICE OVERVIEW  
 

  Congratulations and thank you for choosing Ceremonial Testimonials for your wedding. Christopher and 
his wife Marissa met through liturgical music and have over two decades of combined experience. Together they 
serve as the resident musicians at Saint Rocco Church of Johnston, Rhode Island, a position they have held since 
2016 after being recruited by the current pastor. Christopher and Marissa often work as a duet but can be 
contracted separately. Marissa is a versatile classically trained Soprano Vocalist. Christopher has remained a 
sought-after pianist and organist, particularly for wedding and funeral services, substituting at various parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Providence and beyond. If you are local to Rhode Island, you are welcome to attend 
any of the four weekend masses at Saint Rocco Church to hear Christopher & Marissa (5 P.M. Saturdays, 8 A.M. 
– 10 A.M. – 12 P.M. Sundays) weekly.  
  

As a convenience to you, this overview acts as a guide for music planning for religious wedding 
services/masses. Not only does this highlight an assortment of “church appropriate” hymns and pieces but 
indicates their typical placement within the mass or service. The majority of these pieces can be sampled online 
(YouTube.com or Google.com) by typing in the title and composer to give you an overview. Once you have 
decided what you may like, we are happy to demonstrate the pieces, provide suggestions, and answer any 
questions you may have in person or virtually. From our experience, in most cases, secular music is not allowed 
within religious (non-civil) wedding services; this is not our rule but at the discretion of the celebrant 
(pastor/priest marrying you) and place of worship (church). Just because a particular hymn or religious song is 
not listed on the following pages does not mean it cannot be performed: please inquire – we are happy to take 
“requests.” Regardless of denomination, most wedding services or masses follow a similar formula as outlined 
below: 

 
THE ORDER OF MASS 

 
*The below are omitted if it is simply a service (not a full mass) &/or without Eucharist 

 
Prelude (guests are being seated) 

Bridal Party Procession (entrance) 
Bridal Procession (entrance) 

Responsorial Psalm (between readings) 
*Offertory (preparation of the gifts) 

*Communion 
Meditation (optional) 

Recessional (exit) 
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MUSICIANS: 

Standard Personnel: The standard personnel include a vocalist and organist/pianist. As a music 
coordinator, we can add additional vocalists and instrumentalists (explained below) to suit your taste and are 
equally happy to work with specific musicians and vocalists at your request (such as family or friends). While 
most churches have suitable instruments and sound equipment, we can provide our own should that be 
necessary. 

 

Additional Musicians: Those who have attended a Christmas, Easter, or Patronal Feast Mass at Saint 
Rocco Church, can attest to the experience of a mass accompanied by a full choir and orchestra. If you haven’t, 
I invite you to preview our music channel by searching “Saint Rocco Music RI” on youtube.com. Should you 
desire, other instrumentalists may be contracted in addition to the organist: it strongly suggested such are hired 
through us as we have worked together in the past. One may hire a single (solo featured) instrument such as a 
clarinet, flute, violin, or trumpet or multiple to form a small ensemble such as string quartet or brass trio. 
Likewise, additional vocalists can be contracted to form a small choir. We are happy to provide additional 
orchestra and choral music samples upon request as well as the approximate additional cost.  

 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 

 
A printed program for the wedding service can serve as an aid to those in attendance at the liturgy. Not 

only does it provide an outline of the details but includes the names of those in your wedding party and additional 
information as requested. While there are many popular online retailers, working with us not only guarantees 
the information is accurate but it is one less thing you have to worry about the day of. Recent samples of our 
inhouse programs can be previewed upon request.  

 
As a music coordinator and musicians ourselves, we offer live music services for your cocktail hour and 

dinner. For past events, musicians contracted for the wedding ceremony have also been utilized for the reception 
(whether partially or as a whole). Although we are not a disc jockey, should you predominately desire live music, 
we are happy to play a “play list” for other pieces we do not preform (such as special dances and dance music 
following dinner). Please inquire.    
 
  My hope is this guide has proven to be helpful. Whether you are seeking our basic services for your 
wedding ceremony or those additional mentioned above, we realize there is no “standard wedding.” Every 
couple has a story to tell and deserves their ideas to come to fruition. We are happy to assist you by sharing our 
knowledge and expertise to meet your expectations with preferences, budget, etc. in mind. Should you desire 
something not listed, please inquire and we can make it happen – we look forward to working with you!  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher A. Caramello 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WEDDING MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 
Classical Organ Pieces: 

 
Prelude, Bridal Party Procession, Offertory: 

 

Air (Bach) 

Air (Handel) 

Aria (Handel) 

Arioso (Bach) 

Canon (Pachelbel) 

In the Garden (Goldmark) 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach) 

Largo (Handel) 

Minuet (Bach) 

Thanks Be to Thee (Handel) 

 

Procession of the Bride or Recessional: 

 
Bridal Chorus (Wagner) 

Festival Rondo (Purcell) 

Hornpipe (Handel) 

March (Handel) 

Marche Joyeuse (Head) 

Psalm XVIII (Marcello) 

Rigaudon (Campra) 

Rondeau (Mouret) 

 

Te Deum (Charpentier) 

THAXTED (hymn tune) 

Trumpet Tune (Purcell) 

Trumpet Tune (Stanley) 

Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) 

Wedding March (Mendelssohn) 

*Assorted Hymns (Instrumental or Sung)  

*Assorted Patriotic Pieces  

(Recessional only; if appropriate) 

 

 

 



 

 

Wedding Responsorial Psalms (pick 1): 

 

27: The Lord is My Light and My Salvation  

33: Blessed the People the Lord Has Chosen 

33: Lord, Let Your Mercy 

34: Taste & See the Goodness of the Lord 

 

103: Loving and Forgiving (Soper) 

103: The Lord is Kind & Merciful 

119: Blessed Are They That Follow the Law of the Lord 

146: Praise the Lord, My Soul; Praise the Lord 

 

 

Wedding Hymns: 

Covenant Hymn (Cooney) 
God of Love, Embrace Your People    

(HYMN TO JOY) 
 

Hear Us Now, Our God & Father 
(HYFRYDOL) 

 

In Perfect Charity 
 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
(HYFRYDOL) 

Love Has Brought Us Here Together 
(HYFRYDOL) 

 

Love One Another (Dufford) (Fisher) 
O Father, All Creating 

 

When Love is Found  
(O WALY WALY) 

 

Your Hands, Though Hidden, Guide Us

 

Choral Anthems: 

Abide With Me  
(London Philharmonic Choir) 
 

Ave Verum Corpus  
(Mozart – Kings College, Cambridge) 
 

Ave Maria  
(Bach/Gounod Livinuskoor Ledeberg) 
 

Christus Vincit (Arr. G. Hancock) 
 

Hallelujah Chorus (Handel’s Messiah) 
How Lovely Are the Messengers 
(Mendelssohn) 

 

Magnificat (James Chepponis) 
 

O God Beyond All Praising (Proulx) 
 

Old Hundredth Psalm Tune (Arr. Ralph 
Vaughan Williams) 
 

Salmo XVIII 'I cieli immensi narrano' di B. 
Marcello (The Heavens Declare) 
 

Thanks Be to the Thee (Handel Choir) 

 

 

Orchestral Pieces: 

Arioso (Bach - Wedding String Quartet) 
Bridal Chorus (Wagner – Brass Quintet)  
Canon (Pachelbel – Stringspace String 
Quartet)  
Entrata Festiva (Flor Peeters) 

Gabriel’s Oboe (Morricone) 
Rigaudon (Arr. For Brass Quintet) 
Trumpet Voluntary (Stanley – Brass 
Quintet



 

 

General Hymns: 

 

Abide With Me  

Amazing Grace 

As Thee Deer Longs 

Ave Maria (Schubert) 

Ave Maria (Bach) 

Be Thou My Vision 

Eat This Bread (Communion) 

Gift of Finest Wheat (Communion) 

God, We Praise You 

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name        

I Have Loved You 

Irish Blessing 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Sung) 

Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All 

(Communion) 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Lord of All Hopefulness 

Morning Has Broken 

Now We Remain 

O God Beyond All Praising 

Open Wide the Doors of Christ 

On Eagles Wings 

Only This I Want 

Panis Angelicus (Franck; Communion) 

Panis Angelicus (Lambillote; Communion) 

Taste & See (Moore; Communion) 

Thanks Be to Thee (Sung) 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

The Summons 

The Supper of the Lord (Communion) 

We Remember 

 

 


